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Abstract 
Journeys are a recurrent feature of My Father's Moon (1989), Cabin Fever (1990) and The Georges' Wife 
(1993). Protagonist Vera Wright travels continually by train, bus and bicycle. She voyages half across the 
world from Britain to Australia and flies from Australia to New York. On foot, she treads a maze of 
suburban streets, wheeling young children in England and pushing her husband's wheelchair in Australia. 
Such journeying corresponds both to Vera's progress through life as a social being and her inward 
development. 
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Voyaging In, Out and Down Under: 
a Discussion of Elizabeth Jolley's 
"Vera Wright" Trilogy 
Dorothy Jones 
Journeys are a recurrent feature of My Father's Moon (1989), Cabin Fever (1990) and 
The Georges' Wife (1993). Protagonist Vera Wright travels continually by train, bus 
and bicycle. She voyages half across the world from Britain to Australia and flies 
from Australia to New York. On foot, she treads a maze of suburban streets, 
wheeling young children in England and pushing her husband's wheelchair in 
Australia. Such journeying corresponds both to Vera's progress through life as a 
social being and her inward development. 
Baldly summarized, the narrative covers Vera's experiences at her Quaker 
boarding school as a student nurse at a large Midlands hospital during World War 
11. Befriended there by a surgeon, Dr Metcalf, and his wife, Magda, Vera has a brief 
affair. But Dr Metcalfleaves for the war and is rumoured to have been killed. Now 
pregnant, Vera leaves the hospital and works as a mother'S help. When her 
daughter, Helena, is born, she remains at the maternity home for several years as an 
unpaid assistant before taking a job as matron at a boarding school, Fairfields. 
Conditions there are so miserable, she departs for London, accompanied by Helena, 
in the vain hope of being rescued by a former colleague, staff nurse Ramsden. Vera 
then travels to Edinburgh in response to a magazine advertisement, arriving 
exhausted and destitute to work as a maid in the household of a brother and sister, 
Mr and Miss George. 
An amorous encounter with Mr George shortly after her arrival results in 
another pregnancy and the birth of a second daughter, Rachel. Vera continues 
working as a maid, but-while Miss George cares for both children-eventually 
goes on to qualify as a doctor. Returning for a year as resident surgeon to the same 
hospital where she was nursing, Vera enters into a further erotic entanglement with 
Noel and Felicity, a brother and sister leading a bohemian existence on a small farm 
nearby. Contracting tuberculosis from Noel, she is forced to spend time in a 
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